A/HI 271: Visual Cultures of East Asia (China, Korea, Japan) (ACGM GUR)
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2-3:20pm, MH138
Fall 2013
Instructor: Julia Sapin (julia.sapin@wwu.edu)
Office: FI (Fine Arts) 111, 650-3670
OH: Wednesdays, 12-1:30pm, Thursdays, 9-10:30am and by appointment

Teaching Assistant: Shelby Cook (cooks20@students.wwu.edu)
In this course, you will explore visual cultures in China, Korea, and Japan over the past four millennia. Within this vast expanse of visual representation, we will examine visual forms as windows into these cultures’ philosophical and religious traditions as well as their historical and contemporary social and political outlooks. The course will proceed chronologically (for the most part) in each cultural area, which will help give you a sense of developments within individual cultures and help you understand the ways in which these developments built on one another, within each culture and from one culture to the next. Through daily topics, we will focus on specific trends in or instances of painting, architecture, sculpture, and other media, as they relate to their religious, social, and cultural settings. As we progress through the course, we will visit and revisit certain thematic issues such as representation of the divine, transformation of styles across cultures, and construction of cultural and artistic identities through visual representation. Also, you will learn about different career paths in the field of Art History.

GUR Competencies addressed in this course:
*Analyze and interpret information from varied sources. (This will be achieved through participation in Online Learning Communities and class discussion about primary sources, video, poetic and visual forms, and assessed through discussion contributions and essay-writing on exams.)

* Understand and evaluate assumptions, values, and beliefs in the context of diverse, local, national, and global communities. (This will be achieved through considering course readings and images in context and assessed on exams.)
Course Objectives:

*Familiarize yourself with East Asian visual cultures and the religious, social, and cultural environments in which they were created.
*Practice visual analysis, which will give you another tool for cultural interpretation.
*Get a glimpse of career options and professional activities in the field of Art History.
You can achieve these objectives by attending class and conscientiously preparing for exams. 
Studying images used in lecture is highly recommended as a way to review material from lecture and discussion. Images, study guides, and other materials will be available via Canvas.
*MAKEUP EXAMS WILL ONLY BE GIVEN in the case of serious illness or emergency.* 

Course requirements: Three sections (China, Korea, Japan), each 100 points, for a total of 300 points. 
For each section: Exams will be a combination of multiple choice and essay format (90 points). Participation in online discussions (10 points) will help prepare you for the essay question on each exam (10 of the 90 points).
Readings will be posted electronically on the Canvas site in the “Modules” folder, and some will also be available in hard copy on reserve in Wilson Library. There will also be a few texts available online. 
Grade scale:
282-300=A

252-263=B

222-233=C


270-281=A-

240-251=B-

210-221=C-


264-269=B+

234-239=C+

178-209=D

177 and below=F
Class Schedule: **You are expected to do the readings before class.** Recommended viewings-also

before class if possible!
Thurs., September 26:
Introduction
CHINA

Tues., October 1:
Reading Chinese Ritual Arts: Shang and Zhou Bronzes
Read:


Craig Clunas, “Art in the Tomb,” in Art in China, 15-43, on E-RESERVE
Thurs., October 3:
Qin and Han Funerary Arts: Burials Boasting Ideology
OLC Discussion texts: 
1. Book 1, fromThe Analects of Confucius, trans. Ames and Rosemount, 71-75,  




on E-RESERVE



2. Selections from Tao Te Ching (by Lao Tzu): A Book about the Way and the Power 

Post 1 due, 8pm (all)
of the Way, trans. Ursula LeGuin, on E-RESERVE

Recommended: 

http://www.ted.com/talks/martin_jacques_understanding_the_rise_of_china.html
Tues., October 8:
The Rise of Buddhist Arts in East Asia
Read: 
Denise Patry Leidy, “Siddhartha/Shakyamuni: His Lives and His Teachings,” in The Art of Buddhism: An Introduction, 1-5, on E-RESERVE
Recommended:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsEksMEE2Eg (about Siddhartha)
Post 2 due, 8pm (Brainstormers)

Thurs., October 10:
Early Chinese Painting and Calligraphy: The Meanings of Mountains
Tues., October 15:
Later Chinese Painting and Calligraphy: Politics in Painting, Painting in Politics
Read:


Mary Tregear, “Eclecticism and Innovation,” in Chinese Art, 149-167, on E-RESERVE
Post 3 due, 8pm (Pot Stirrers)
Thurs., October 17:
Contemporary Chinese Art: Challenging the Status Quo
See:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS6y9WjM12Y (about Ai Wei Wei)
_________________________________________________________________________________

Tues., October 22:
Exam I: China 
KOREA

Thurs., October 24:
Contemporary Korean art: Here, There, and Everywhere
OLC Discussion texts:
Read, see, and hear all about Kimsooja: 



Video: (in class): http://www.pbs.org/art21/artists/kimsooja
Transcript: Marybeth Sollins, ed., Art 21: Art in the 21st century, Season 5, 132-44.

on E-RESERVE
Post 1 due, 8pm (all)
Interview: http://www.kimsooja.com/texts/giovando_interview_2012.html 
Tues., October 29:
Spirituality and Style in Korean Cultural Origins, Neolithic to Iron-Age
Recommended:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJG6_uvwO5w (about jangseung)             Post 2 due, 8pm (Brainstormers)
Thurs., October 31:
Courtly Trappings of the Three Kingdoms and State Patronage of Buddhist Arts
Read:


Jane Portal, “Three Kingdoms and Unified Silla Period,” in Korea: Art and 



Archaeology, 43-77, on E-RESERVE
Tues., November 5:
Merging Styles: Celadons and Sutras of the Unified Silla and Koryo Dynasties

Read: 


“Tripitaka Koreana,” 21 Icons of Korean Culture, Chapter 10, 138-51, on E-RESERVE
Recommended:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DsyR9jrwL8 (about the Tripitaka Koreana)



(for fun) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhKiTPzDu5E (also about Tripitaka)
Post 3 due, 8pm (Pot Stirrers)
Thurs., November 7:
The Choson Dynasty: Picturing Korean Confucianism and National Identity

Read:


from the Metropolitan Museum website: 








http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/mowa/hd_mowa.htm



http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/yang/hd_yang.htm
Tues., November 12:
 Exam 2: Korea
JAPAN

Thurs., November 14:
FILM: Hervé Martin-Delpierre, Manga World (52 minutes)
Tues., Nov. 19: 

Roots of Japanese Culture: Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun ceramics; Ise Shrine
_________________________________________________________________________________

Thurs., November 21:
Skirmishes of Love and War: Heian- and Kamakura-period Handscrolls              OLC Discussion texts: 
Selection of haiku from Robert Hass, The Essential Haiku: Version     
          Post 1 due, 8pm (all)
of Basho, Buson and Issa, on E-RESERVE
Tues., Nov. 26: 

Zen in the Art of the Muromachi and Momoyama periods

Read: Paul Varley, “The Canons of Medieval Taste,” in Japanese Culture, 91-140,

Post 2 due, 8pm (Brain)
on E-RESERVE (*In this reading, note the sections on waka, precursor of haiku)
Recommended: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bPB0Jwbgm8 (about Zen gardens)
Thurs., November 28:
Thanksgiving Holiday-no class
Tues., December 3:
The Burgeoning of Popular Culture: The Edo Period
Read: 


Christine Guth, “Mapping the Artistic Landscape,” in Art of Edo Japan: The 

Post 3 due, 8pm (Pot)
Artist and the City, 1615-1868, 8-19, on E-RESERVE
Thurs., December 5:
Modern and Contemporary Japan: Art in the “Global Image Stream”

Read:
Akiko Fukai, “Future Beauty: 30 Years of Japanese Fashion,” in Future Beauty: 30 Years of Japanese Fashion, 13-25, on E-RESERVE
Recommended:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S10D9jQWAwE (about street fashion)
Thurs., December 12, 8-10am: Exam III: Japan (during scheduled final time, but NOT cumulative)
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